)BJECTIONABLE 1950$ EC COMICS! 


SINCREDIBLE® 


‘Scene om 





INCREDIBLE { 


[ШЕП 
остовен. 


2/72, 








SHIP IS YOU AND YOU ARE THE SHIP. YOUR SKIN IS АМ 


С: ПА ТАМ IO (AMON YOUR SKELETON IS BERYL, 
STEEL и YOUR NERVES ARE TENDRILS OF PLATINUM. YOUR FOOD 
IS ATOMIC ENERGY. YO! THROUGH PHOTO ELECTRIC. EYES. 
YoU HEAR THROUGH SONIG VIBRATORS. YOU LISTEN 
TINY, CRAWLING THINGS BELOW... AND YOU MARVEL. YOU. 
ТАТАН U CREATURES CREATED YOU. FOR WHAT 
U TO DO WITH THEM? THEY ARE BUT MEN. WHILE 
ou YOU ARE А ПОСЛЕ AND IFS THIRTY MINUTES TO 


.THUS, TODAY, WE STAND ONCE MORE 
UPON THE THRESHOLD. TODAY, МАН 
REACHES AGAIN FOR THE STARS 
KNOWING THAT THIS TIME, HE SHALL 

ag NOT FAIL! 


‘THE VOICE BELOW DRONES ON AND ON. DEEP WITHIN 
YOUR SLEEK METAL BODY, YOUR BRAIN THAT WAS 
ONCE HUMAN ae BUT YOU FEEL ONLYACOLD, 
ALOOF AMUSEMENT. . 


AT THIS TIME, IT IS FITTING THAT WE PAY 

TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO WENT BEFORE...TO 

THE MEN WHO FLEW OUR FIRST ROCKETS 
TO THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR ALL. 


THOUGH THEY РАЦЕ! 
US THEREFORE ВО) 





You LISTEN ТО THOSE PUNY HUMANS FAR 
ING THEIR SENTIMENTAL DRIVEL. AND ҮО! 


NOT ONE ОГ THEM, 


GROUNDS... 


Your ROCKET CAR HAD SKIDDED, 

SWERVED, SWUNG WILD: PLUNGED OVER 
LIFE. AND YOU NEVER SAW THE, 

MEN IC THEIR ИНТЕ CAB COATS 

FROM THE NEARBY BUILDING, RAGE TO 


ALLAN 
Е f HE'S 


fou'n pi 
АВ ACCIDI 
AS À HUMAN BEING. 


ALLAN CRANE. 


START THE PUMPS! READY WITH THE ELECTRO- 


ENERGIZER! IT'S COMING OUT... 


BELOW YOU,SPEW- 
"ВЕ GLAD YOU'RE 
; YOU'RE GRATEFUL FOR THAT ACCIDENT 
SO LON OU САМ STILL REMEMBER... VAGUELY.... 
THE ROCKET CAR, WHIPPING NORTH TO THE PROVING 


YOU'D DIED IN А 
МТ. YOU WERE GONE FROM THIS 
AND YET, THESE MEN WOR! 


You О BEEN A SCIENTIST. YOU'D WORKED WITH THOSE PUNY 
HUMANS ON THER. EIST FEEBCE АТТЕМРТВ ТО CONGUE SPACE, 

AND WITNESSED THEIR FAILURES, YOU NEVER SAW 

QD Stick ON THE CURVE. 


You NEVER HEARD THE PAU: 
THEN THE EXCITED VOICE OF МЕ oF 
THE MEN... 


THERE'S STILL Т/МЕ...\Е WE Ñ 
ОЙК CAST / МЕ CAN STILL DO 
47/ 1 ITS 700 6000 A 
CHANGE To WASTES 


YOU EVER ЗАМ THE CONTAINERS 
AROUND THE WALLS...WITH TH 
VARIOUS~SIZED SPECIMENS. 


ROCKET 


How coup хо) KNOW THAT THEY'D BEEN WORKING WITH 
ene 


ANIMALS? HOW COULD YOU KNOW THAT, BY YOUR DEATH 
IN AN ACCIDENT SO NEAR THER LABORATORY, YOURS WOULD 
BE THEIR FIRST HUMAN SPECIMEN? YOU NEVER 

NEVER HEARD. 


T... E THINK WE'VE 


DONE IT. I THINK 
WE VE SUCCEEDED! 





Ном couLo You UNDERSTAND, AT FIRST? HOW COULD THEY'D EXPLAINED IT TO YOU, YEARS AFTERWARD. YOU 
YOU KNOW WHAT THEY'D DONE TO YOU? THEY'D WIPED НАР BEEN HONORED. YOU HAD BEEN CHOSEN TO FLY 
YOUR BRAIN CLEAN, ВАСК TO ITS EARLIEST RECOLLECTIONS, MAN'S FIRST SUCCESSFUL INTERPLANETARY ROCKET... 
SO THAT YOU WOULD NOT 60 МАО... 


THERE HAVE BEEN OTHER FLIGHTS, 
ALLAN, BUT EACH TIME, THE STRAIN 
WAS TOO GREAT.EACH TIME, THE 

FLIGHT FAILED! 


WELL, DOCTOR? | YOU MAY REPORT THAT THE АУЛ 
WHAT SHALL Т | ӘТЕР HAS SUCCEEDED 7 THE BRAIN 


18 ALIVE... AND UNDAMAGED! 









THE MEN WHO FLEW THOSE FIRST THEY'D EXPLAINED IT ТО YOU, YEARS 
ROCKETS AROKE ІМ THE FACE OF AFTERWARD. BUT AT FIRST, YOU'D KNOWN 
INFINITE SPACE. THEY CRASHED... ONLY LONELINESS...FEAR. AND THAT 
OR BECAME /NSAWES THEN МЕ HAD BEEN ELIMINATED...QUICKLY. 


TODAY, WE BEGIN YOUR |% YES! YES! 
EDUCATION , ALLAN. *FRAID.. 
ARE YOU AFRAID? 











WE'D NEED А BRAIN THAT COULD 
REASON? AN ELECTRONIC BRAIN 
CANNOT 20 THIS. ONLY A HUMAN 


HE'D PRESSED A BUTTON...AND THE THAT IS WHY I MUST ERASE YOUR 
DARKNESS HAD CLOSED ІМ. YOU CREATES A 
HADN'T UNDERSTOOD. . . 


YOU MUST LEARN МОТ TO BE AFRAID, | | NOW! ARE YOU AFRAID, 
ALLAN! YOU MUST LEARN ТО COW7#OZ | | ALLAN? 

YOUR EMOTIONS... SUPPRESS YOUR 

FEELINGS! THERE 15 NO ROOM FOR 

FEAR ІМ THE JOB YOU HAVE TO 00” 





В 
AAS, 


кіші 


THAT'S BETTER, ALLAN! YOU SEE, | 50 IT HAD BEGUN. THE LONG YEARS. THE COLD | YOU HATE МЕ, DOW'T YOU, 
WE MUST START CLEAN WE MUST YEARS. HIS NAME WAS WILSON. IT WAS HIS ALLAN? AND YET,ONE DAY, 
ELIMINATE YOUR NATURAL SOFT~_| MIND WHICH HAD CONCEIVED THIS PLAN. HOW | YOU WILL GO TO THE 
WESS ...YOUR EMOTIONAL WEAX- WÎ YOU'D SUFFERED... HOW YOU'D HATED НІМ АТ STARS! THIS MUST BE? 


WESSES 7 МАМ MUST 60 TO THE FIRST... 


ИЕ ЖО, ALLAN! WOS MER S THIRTY-SIX 
7 , ALLAN! 7 MERCURY | <} 
LEARN... LEARN! уа MILLION MILES FROM THE SUN... WOT 
TWENT Y-SIXf YOU MUST DO SETTERS 
THINKS CONGENTRATE! 


THIS МИ87 BE А WHOLE SCIENTIFIC WORLD HAD SAD INTHE END, THE PLAN HAD SUCCEEDED. IT HAD ТО SUC- 

ІТ? AND THE PLAN WENT ОМ. JUST SO MUCH PAIN...JUST СЕЕР. IN THE END, YOU HAD EVEN BEGUN TO WONDER: HOW 

SO MUCH TEACHING...JUST SO MUCH SUGGESTION ҮТ WOULD FEEL ТО ВЕ FREE...WHAT IT WOULD BE LIKE TO 
Е ВЕ OUT THERE...IN SPACE...IN THE INFINITE VOID... 


ОЧ. 


Оду 





yyy Мм 
> 4 


DUPLICATE OF THE CONTROL и В METEOR! AZIMUTH /0°! 
LATITUDE 270°7 , 


ЕУ Tuis 15 A 
В PANEL OF THE ROCKET YOU WILL FLY, 
ALLAN! YOU MUST LEARN IT...WELL? "J 





ОУЕН AND OVER. TEST...TRIAL... PRACTISE... 


EXCELLENT! EXCELLENT 7 YOUR RESPONSE 
WAS ALMOST /WSTANTANEOUS? HAD THAT 
BEEN А REAL METEOR, YOU WOULD HAVE 
AVOIDED IT 60007 60007 NOW, LET'S 

М. 


INCREDIBLE! ONLY ELEVEN SECONDS ТО PLOT А COURSE 
TO А STAR A THOUSAND LIGHT YEARS DISTANT! IT WOULD 
TAKE А HUMAN BEING 043 TO ACCOMPLISH IT/ 


т WAS WILSON WHO'D FIRST SAID IT. YOU WEREN'T  _THEY'D BUILT YOU A SHIP AND MADE YOU A PART OF IT. YOU'D 
HUMANS NOT ANY MORE! MAN HAD SUCCEEDED. MAN | ONLY ТО THINK AND THE IMPULSE FLED ALONG PLATINUM 
HAD MADE YOU MORE THAN HUMAN. AND THEN..ONE — WIRES TO SHIFT А STUD, OR PULL A LEVER, OR ACTIVATE 
DA YOUR ELEVENTH YEAR...YOU WERE READ’ HEY'D GIVEN YOU... 


HOW DARE YOU wi 
45 SPEAK ТО МЕ fa 
27 


п Оо, WILSON USE 


‚ ку BLOCK В! 
И Корак COULD Po wat 


ME AROUND? 4) BRAWN OW! Е 
se REPLACEABLE, WILSON 


ДІМ: 





LOSE; WILSON! Logic мі , YOU,,.YOU Т, 
2507727 t's АЛЕЗИ asi WEEK? ` YOUR DESTINATION WILL 
BECOME Vacvasce. GO, 4 WILL CARRY PASSENGERS ON у 
NOT RISK DESTROYING ME] іш 
NORE, ТАМ MASTER WON: 

1 


4 


Е: 


YOUR SECOND РЫбНТУ 


А “THINKING MACHINE” YOU'D SAID THE WORDS We! WE! THE PRATTLING ЫТТЫ. 
PROUDLY, FOR THE FIRST, ONLY А WEEK AGO. AND NOW, DREAMED, =D. BUT. 


YOU WAIT... CHAFING AT THE SLOWNESS OF TIME... THEIRS. | rey ‘OUI 1 YOU! 
WAITING FOR ZERO HOUR. . - 


ы” 
Ж =. | 
Ç. ina: _ 


Ат LAST THEY TAKE AWAY THE HYDRAULIC RAMS THAT | | You THINK THE PROCEDURE YOU'VE REHEARSED А 

SUPPORT YOU. THEY FLEE TO THEIR SHELTERS, SO THAT | | MILLION TIMES BEFORE. THE ATOMIC ENGINES ROAR. 

YOUR BLAZING ROCKET TUBES WILL NOT MAKE CINDERS YOU SHUDDER AS GRE: LLOWING CLOUDS OF FLAME 

OUT OF THEM. YOU STAND PROUD, FLEXING YOU! ІЗГІ AND ROCKET EXHAUST POUR DOWN UPON THE CONCRETE 
Аз-а 2 





You SHAKE YOURSELE FREE OF 
THE DUST OF EARTH AND YOU RISE, 
Е NIGHT, YOUR 


HOWLING, INTO ТА 
TRAIL, А LINE OF BLUE FIRE, 


THAT THE STARS ARE SUDDENLY A WHIRLING 
UP INTO NOTHINGNESS? WHY 
VERY MUCH ALONEf ONLY 


Тоз... ¿ROSE OTHERS MUST HAVE FELT LIKE THIS! You TURN Back! BECAUSE MEN ARE NOT 6005! 
UT THEY WERE МІ МУ МЕМ? YOU AREN'T A PUNY BECAUSE YOU ARE $ MAN AFTER ALL! AND THEN, 
MAN! YOU'RE A MACHINE! YOU MUST FIG НЕ W YOUR, LONELINESS: | MANCLIKE, YOU CALL FOR HELP. 
SUDDEN SOUL-CHILLING FEAR! YOU MUST FORE NOU SEEK REEUGE IN MADNESS; YOU DREDGE 





ИЛИИ 


PROLOGUE: THE WORSHIPPERS WAITED IN SILENCE. THEIR TEMPLE WAS DARK AND GLOOMY WITH SHADOWS. ВОТ 
SOON, NIGHT'S BLACK TAPESTRY WOULD ВЕ TORN ASIDE. EACH DAY, THIS MIRACLE WAS REPEATED, YET NEVER DID 
THE WORSHIPPERS LOSE THEIR AWE. THEIR DARK EYES FASTENED ON THE IMAGE OF IVORY AND STONE BEHIND THE 
PRIEST. е: AND WHEN THE FIRST YELLOW RAYS OF MORNING SUNLIGHT LANCED DOWN THROUGH THE OPENINGIN THE 
TEMPLE'S ROOF, THEIR SIGNS WERE A SONG OF RAYS OF ADORATION... 


BEHOLD! BEHOLD THE SYMBOL OF THE GREAT GOD ВА! 


HE SENDS US 
HIS SIGN SO WE MAY REMEMBER THAT ONCE НЕ WALKED THE EARTH! 


The FIRST RAY OF MORNING MOVED SLOWLY, 
TOUCHED THE TEMPLE FLOOR AND MOVED ОН. IT 
FOUND THE IMAGE SHROUDED IN SHADOW... 


BOW DOWNS DOWN... LEST THE GOD OF 
THE SUN SEE EVIL IÑ YOUR FACES AND 
BL UNLEASH HIS MIGHTY FIRES ONCE MORE 
у UPON MANKIND. 


ТНЕ HIGH PRIEST'S VOICE DIED. HE TURNED, FACING 
THE IMAGE. AND WHEN НЕ SPOKE AGAIN, HIS VOICE WAS 
SOFT AND FEARFUL. 


BEND YOUR HEADS.. 
TREMBLE BEFORE КА, THE MIGHTY, 
THE MOST POWERFUL OF ALL GOD! 





ONLY THE TUBES AT THE OBJECT'S STERN SPAT FIRE. FIRE 
WHICH TURNED THE OBJECT... AND BRAKED IT... SO THAT, WHEN 
ITS AUTOMATIC CONTROLS LANDED IT, THE MAN AND THE 
WOMAN WITHIN ITS ALLOY SHELL FELT HARDLY A JAR... 


REALLY WELL, NO THANKS ТО YOU 7 AND NOW, 
IF YOU DON'T MIND MY KNOWING... JUST WHERE 
ARE WE DOWN, MY BRILLIANT HUSBAND? 


ACCORDING TO THE BUT, HONEY! IT OM, BE QUIET? 
CHARTS, THIS PLANET o | wasn't wr) if Youn MENTED Ñ DEEP DOWN INSIDE THE МАН 
IS KNOWN AS W/LUSZ. | NEVER OF ALL Ñ N FAULT THE 4 A BETTER SHIP, | COURAGE TO STAND UP TO HER, 
IM AFRAID IT'S OFF ` | SHE ври, ROBOT THIS WOULON'T | SOUREFEND HIMSELF BUT HE 
THE REGULAR SPACE | BLUNDERING’ WAVIGATOR Ч HAVE HAPPENED!) DIDN'T HAVE THAT COURAGE 
10107971 AREN | WENT ON THE N BUT МЕ COULDN'T 
т SHOULDN'T BLINK? IT'S JUST AFFORD THAT, WELL, DON'T JUST STAND THERE! 
HAVE LET You ONE OF THOSE, f: 


: WERE 20977 GET OUTSIDE AND 
TALK ME INTO THINGS .. SET UP A GU/DE BEAM! AND TAKE 
г da -Ф 2 А WEAPON THERE'S NO TELLING 


WHAT YOU'VE GOTTEN US INTO 


THE MAN WENT OUT OF THE SHIP IN SILENCE, SETTING 

THE GUIDE BEAM WASN'T COMPLICATED, ONE MERELY 

RAISED THE BEAM-ANTENNA, ACTIVATED THE TRANSMIT- | SHIP WILL PICK IT UP AND FOLLOW. 
TER, AND A SIGNAL WAS SHOT ACROSS SPACE. BUT THE га, TO... 

MAN WAS SLOW...CLUMSY... 


THAT SHOULD DO IT! THERE'LL //F YOU'VE 827 IT 

PROBABLY ВЕ AGALAC-PATROL- ( #/6HT/ AND KNOWING 

ROCKET HERE INSIDE OF A WEEK... } YOU, THAT'S NOT VERY, 
LIKELY? ARE YOU 
SURE IT'S WORKINGS 





"WELL? ков ONCE Ñ 
YOU DID SOMETHING 
RIGHT? 


"THERE WAS NO DANGER, REALLY, THE ТН МАН ATE THE FOOD FROM 
NEUTRON GUN COULD DISINTEGRATE A THE I-R-RAY STOVE SLOWLY, LATER, 
MOUNTAIN IF NECESSARY. BUT THE HE LISTLESSLY DROPPED THE 
WOMAN WAS A SHREW, SHE WAS STILL DISHES INTO А DISPOSAL BIN. 
GRUMBLING LATER WHEN THE MAN THE WOMAN DIDN'T EVEN LOOK 
DESCENDED... UP WHEN НЕ WENT OUT. 
SALAD... DESSERT... DINNER WILL 

BE READY IN AMINUTE! CLEAN YOUR- 
SELF UP, YOUR HANDS ARE FILTI 


МО! ғов HIM, PEACE WAS JUST А WORD. HE HOPED THe 
GALAC-PATROL-SHIP WOULD COME SOON. BUT; IT DIDN'T. 
AND EACH DAY, THE NAGGING GREW WORSE. . . 
TWO WEEKSS TWO WHOLE WEEKS ) T'VE ФОМЕ WHAT 
ONTHIS MISERABLE PLANET! г-у! т COULD, HONEY! 
YOU.».YOU.. YOU'RE SUPPOSED | | IT... IT'S NOT SUCH 
WHY DON'T YOU А ФАР PLAC! 


А BAD 
HING!? БА REALLY IT. 





YOU WOULD SAY) I'M SORRY HONEY! ТО WHATS? YOU 
THAT! YOU DONE f FOOL f LOOK OUT 


WOULD LIKE А д Z; THERE! THEY'VE 
PLAC RE 7 


Е, WHE! АМ 3 SE , f BLY SEEN MINN TUBES ARE 
THERE'S МОЖ! ST A HERI ONLY SUPPOSED TO 
WELL, Т DON'T. MATTER OULDN'T SEE US BE USED N AN 

г > | | ЕМЕЯВЕМСУ: 
Ü DOWN AND... Д THAT'S THE 44 
- 2 š ОУЕН TO THE № 


7 


THE MAN WANTED TO PROTEST. BUT HE HAD THERE WERE FOUR OF THE TUBES. WHEN THE MAN PRESSED A 
BEEN OO LONE MARRIED TO Tis MRE: STUD, THEY ROSE FROM THE ALLOY SKIN OF THE SHIP AND А5 НЕ 
) LONG BEATEN DOWN... PRESSED THE FIRING BUTTON, HE THOUGHT ABOUT THE LITTLE 


< FOUR-LEGGED, TWO-TOED ANIMALS... THE BEAUTIFUL TREES 
SET THE CONTROL FOR MAXIMUM LF THE PITY OF IT. 


MAXIMUM? WE'D BETTER ДА T... YES, DEAR. 
MAKE CERTAIN 


<a] 


ANOTHER STUD... AND THE TUBES ROTATED,SO THAT 
THE RAW DESTRUCTIVE ENERGY STREAMING FROM THEIR 
MAWS TOOK IN A CIRCLE... NORTH... EAS: 





А JUNGLE VANISHED. ROCKS MELTED AND RAN MOLTEN 
LIKE WATER. A LAKE BOILED ITSELF AWAY IN CLOUDS OF 
STEAM. IT DID NOT TAKE LONG... 


THAT'S BETTER’ NOW, WHEN A PATROL SHIP 
GOMES, IT WON'T HAVE ANY DIFFICULTY 


| 
FINDING US! ae 


OF COURSE! 
WE THOUGHT 
YOU'D 47/58 


YOU 010? YOU 
TOURISTS? LOOK 
АТ THIS PLACE! 
YOU KNOW AS 
WELL AS I THAT 


TAIN, 
YOU WOULDA'TZ) IT'S FORBIDDEN 


THE PATROLMAN LEFT, ANGRILY. THE MAN DONNED HIS 
BLAST-OFF HELMET. HE MOVED TO THE CONTROLS, BUT 
HESITATED AT THE OPEN PORT OF THE SHIP AND LOOKED 





— 
HMMPH! THESE HELMETS! 
YOU'D THINK THEY'D INVENT 
SOME SETTER WAY ТО SUPPLY 
THE EXTRA OXYGEN NEEDED 


INTERFERE? NOW, 
SEE HERE, YOUNG МАМ” 

OUR SHIP IS DISABLED! 

OUR ROBOT NAVIGATOR 
IS OUT OF ORDERS YOUR, 
JOB 15 ТО УХ IT, МОТ PROBABLY COST 
GIVE LECTURES S_ A 


THE MAN LOOKED OUT OVER THE SCORCHED WASTES, 
REGRETFULLY... 





THOUSANDS ОЕ SQUARE MILES OF LUSH GREENERY HAD 
BEEN BURNED AWAY, LEAVING A SCORCHED, BARREN WASTE- 
LAND. BUT THE WOMAN WAS RIGHT. THE PATROL SHIP HAD 
NO DIFFICULTY FINDING THEM WHEN IT ARRIVED A FEW 
DAYS LATER... 





WELL, IT's ABOUT 
TIME YOU GOT HERE! 


І CAME AS SOON AS I PICKED 
UP YOUR ВЕАМ- SIGNAL ! DID 
YOU 00...THIS? YOU 
YOUR MINN TUBES, 2/2// 7, 
YOu?! 











FIFTY CREDITS WHILE THE PATROL- 
МАМ WORKED THE MAN THOUGHT 
ABOUT THAT AND SHOOK HIS HEAD. 
REPORT YOU! | ВОТ WHAT COULD НЕ 002... 
THIS WILL 
АВЕ WE...) YOU'RE SET f YOU BURNED 
OUT A TRANSISTOR! 
YOU CAN BLAST OFF 
ANYTIME. AND THE 
SOONER, THE BETTER 
YOU'VE CAUSED ENOUGH 
TROUBLE AROUND HERES, 


YOU FIFTY 
CREDITS IN 





TO_STAND THERE 
FOREVER? 


ran 


THE MAN LOOKED OUT AND SIGHED. ІТ WAS АР! WORLD, ONLY A 
и рда Bia aa atte 
8 р у h и 
ELE. COULD Be MASTER. РАВЕНА OOD) SOMO ГНЕ CREA 

АРЕР 1 


L. UE TOAST LIK БИЛЕ T 
‘ALMOST! IT WAS A PLEASANT THOUG 1600 W | 
пиша ИОН 252 


THE MAN NEVER SAW THE CREATURE FALL ТО ITs No, THE MAN KNEW NOTHING OF THAT. НЕ LAY ON HIS 
KNEES IN FRIGHT AND AWE AS THE ROCKET ROSE 5НОСК-СОЦСН AND HIS BLAST-OFF HELMET MADE HIM SEEM 
ON A PILLAR OF МЕ... GROTESQUE AND МВНАРЕН. АМО HIS DREAM WAS А НОРЕ- 


EPILOGUE: THE TEMPLE WAS NO LONGER DARK NOW. THE PRIEST TURNED FROM THE IMAGE TO THE WOR- 
ІТ STOOD UPON THE DESERT SANDS, THE MORNING SUN SHIPPERS. .. 

STREAMING THROUGH ITS MASSIVE PILLARS. AND ALL 

EYES WITHIN IT WERE ON THE IVORY AND STONE IMAGE... | LOOK UPON THE FACE OF ВА! AND REMEMBER HOW 


HIS FIRES REACHED OUT AND CLEANSED THE EARTH, 
GREAT GOD НА МЕ WHO ARE YOUR CHILDREN ASK SO THAT THE VERY STONES RAN LIKE МАТЕК? КЕМЕМ- 
THIS FAVOR. GRANT US THE MERCY YOU DENIED OUR | | BER HOW HE MADE THE DESERT WITH HIS FIRE WHEN 
ANCESTORS WHEN YOUR MIGHTY CHARIOT RODE A HE 


н 
WALKED THE EARTH. HERE, IN ТНІЗ LAND THAT 
PILLAR OF FLAME INTO THE HEAVENS. WE CALL FSP; 





(GARVIN WAITED PATIENTLY FOR THE "PRIM THE INSTRUMENTS BEFORE НІМ GLOWED.. AND AS НЕ STUDIED THEM HE. 
WONDERED IDLY WHAT THIS ONE WOULD BE LIKE. А PERSPIRING, ODOROUS: SPECIMEN, PROBABLY, WHO WOULD 
CHAMBER, AND BE AMAZED THAT GARVIN SPOKE HIS LANGUAGE, 
WH: N Y 5 OWN TIME. THEY ALWAYS DID. GARVIN WON- 
DERED WHY. BUT EXPECT A "PRIM" ТО ВЕ MORE THAN SEMI-RATIONAL. А LIGHT BLINKED, 
GARVIN PRESSED A STUD. ON THE PLATFORM, A METALLIC SPHERE MATERIALIZED, АМО, AFTER А МОМЕНТ, THE 
“PRIM” STEPPED OUT... 


WELCOME TO THE YEAR 
29547 YOUR NAME AND BIRTH 
NUMBER, PLEASE... 


Т SPEAK МАМУ DEAD AND DECADENT LANGUAGES, 779 THEN ГУЕ SUCCEEDED! ЧФ YOU NAVE? NOW BE 
В. CARTER. MY INSTRUMENTS INDICATE YOUR DONE IT? 6 SEATED, PLEASE! 
INT OF ORIGIN ТО BE NORTH AMERICA IN THE TRAVEL? IVE CROSSED OWE THOUSAND | THERE 15 А GREAT 

YEAR 1955! OBVIOUSLY, YOUR LANGUAGE WOULD YEARS INTO THE FUTURE? 
THUS BE ANCIENT ENGLISH. SE 











Doctor’ THESE PRIMITIVES WITH THEIR ARCHAIC TITLES! 
GARVINS NOSTRILS TWITCHED WITH DISTASTE. THEY WERE 
LIKE APES. HE WASTED NO TIME... 


[THis Room 15 д 2097404 CHAMBER? I AN А 
CONTROL 7 МҮ TASK 15 TO WELCOME YOU...AND TO 
CONVINCE YOU, AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE, TO RETURN 


(RETURN? YOU... YOU'RE 










ТАМ QUITE AWARE ОҒ 9 
YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENT, 
I ASSURE YOU, DOCTOR? 
THERE HAVE BEEN OTHERS, 
BEFORE YOU! ALL FELT 
AS YOU ОО... А7 FIRSTS Д 


JOKING YOU DON'T UNDER- 
STAND + I'VE SPENT ALL OF, 
MY LIFE ON THIS PROJECTS 
I'VE THOUGHT OF NOTHING 
ELSE, NOW THAT I'VE 
‘SUCCEEDED. 





Т. HAVE WELCOMED 
THIRTEEN “PRIM” 
MEN LIKE YOURSELF 
BUT MY TASK НАЗ 
BEEN ҒАЗУ” EACH 
HAS EVENTUALLY 
RETURNED TO HIS 
OWN TIME! 


NOW т KNOW 
YOU'RE JOKING! 
YOU MUST ВЕ” 
WHY WOULD ANY- 
ONE WANT ТО GO 
BACK TO МАК... 
TO FILTH...WHEN 
HE COULD HAVE 
ALL THIS EXPLAIN 
THAT TO ME! 


So MANY TIMES GARVIN HAD ASKED 
HIMSELF THAT SAME QUESTION. ВОТ 
НЕ DID NOT KNOW THE ANSWER. 
INSTEAD, HE WENT ON...EXPLAINED 
HIS WORK..THE ILLOGIC OF THE 
“PRIM'S” PRESENCE HERE... 


ISNT ІТ 281/052 
YOUR PRESENCE IN 
МУ ERA..YOUR ABILITY 
ТО TRAVEL IN TIME... 
WOULD ALTER FUTURE | 
HISTORY? YOU ARE A 
THREAT ТО МУ 
SOCIETY YOU MUST 
GO BACK AND LEAVE 
THE TIME TRACK 
UNDISTURBED 7 К} 


BELIEVE 
YOU! THIS 
15 SOME, 
SORT OF 
HOAX! 
WHY WOULD 
ANYONE 
8042 
SUCH A. 
DEVICE? 





YOU SAY THAT 
YOUR JOB IS TO 
MEET ALL ПМЕ- 
TRAVELLERS: 
THAT YOUR 
MACHINE BRINGS 
ALL TIME-MACHINES 
HERE TO THIS SPOT? 


PICTURE A 
POWERFUL /46- 
WET... BUT A 
MAGNET THAT 
DRAWS ТО 
ITSELF ONLY 
OBJECTS WHICH 
ENTER THE 








Гмогт HAVEN'T „Г YOU ALL ANSWER THE SAME WAY, 





COME THIS FAR [ YOU PRIMS! 2007 WOULD YOU BE 
HAPPY ІМ THIS WORLD... A WORLD 
TURNED BACKS | TO WHICH YOU ARE МОТ ATTUNED? 


П и 











ABOUT THIS РОВ А LONG TIMES 
I'M WOT GOING BACK! I'M GOING 
TO SEE THAT CITY CLOSE UPS 
IF YOU THINK YOU CAN MAKE 








MY TASK IS AN EASY 

ONE! YOU W/LL GO 

BACK ...WILLINGLY т 
You PRINS ALWAYS, 











MYLEGS.IMY ү т. REGRET THE NECESSITY FOR THIS, I 





ASSURE YOU, DOCTOR! BUT MERE YA 


IN THE END, YOU WILL 6/4247 RETURN Кт DON'T SEEM 
TO YOUR OWN ERA...AS YOUR PREDECES— \TO HAVE MUCH 


САМ? MOVE!) GUIDED WANDERING WOULD ONLY CON- | | 5079 ALWAYS HAVE! Т CONFESS, FRANKLY, | СУО/СЕ” YES. 
- FUSE YOU! YOU SHALL ЗЕЕ THE CITY! | | THAT Т DO МОТ KNOW WAY YOU DOf BUT ' | ONLY TURN ` 


Т SHALL 6U/DE YOU! THEN, YOUWILL 
А CHOOSE! - 

TEED 
EC 





YOU 20... AND WE ARE ALL SATISFIED! 


ILL YOU ACCOMPANY ME. .. 


QUIETLY? 









САКИМ LED THE WAY. BUT FIRST, HE HELPED THE “PRIM” INTO A ` Вит EVERYONE 400/5 ( IS THERE SOME 
CHANGE OF CLOTHING. IT WOULD NOT HAVE DONE TO HAVE THE |THE SAME! І CAN'T | REASON WHY YOU 
CITIZENS DISTURBED BY THE DOCTOR'S STRANGE GARMENTS. THEN [TELL THE MEW FROM / 200/227 THIS 
THEY STEPPED FROM THE CONTROL CHAMBER INTO THE 




















вт” THERE: от ў 
QUITE A/GHT/ HOLD IT! THE PEOPLES 
THAT'S П! THEY'RE ALL MEWS 


т ГЭУ ZS а 








DRESS ALI 
ТНЕВЕ ВЕ 


И т 
т 7 NO! THEY W] | = 
АВЕ WOT ALL МЕМ! | | ( Ете 
OUR CITIZENS ALL 


WITHOUT CONFORMITY? 


BROAD ALLOY THE WOMEN WAY! WE'LL HAVE 
We +] ТО GET AN AIR-CAB! 

THE BIO-LABS ARE 
ACROSS THE CITY! 












КЕ? HOW CAN 
TRUE EQUALITY 













(ІНЕ “PRIM“FOLLOWED DOCILELY. THE POOR 
PRIM"! GARVIN SHUDDERED AS HE TRIED ТО 
PICTURE HIS COMPANION'S WORLD. WHAT А CON- 
FUSED, CHAOTIC PLACE IT MUST HAVE BEEN. HOW 
THE "PRIM GAWKED AT THE АЇН-САВ... 


YOU SELECT А DESTINATION-| IT'S UNBELIEVABLE! 
BUTTON...PRESS ІТ... АМО | BU 
THE CAB TAKES YOU THERE / YOU WANT ТО 60, 
AUTOMATICALLY! SOMEWHERE THAT'S 
WOT INDICATED WITH 
А BUTTON? 








Ү SOMEWHERE THAT 


Тт SEEMED ТО GARVIN THAT THE 
“РЕМ” ASKED PECULIARLY STUPID. 
QUESTIONS. МНАТА MONSTROSITY 
LIFE WOULD BE IF TRAVEL, LIKE EVERY- 
THING ELSE,WERE NOT CAREFULLY 
REGULATED... 


57 
FANTASTIC! THE CITY! IT'S 
BEAUTIFUL! А DREAM OF 
PERFECTION! НО DIRTS 

NO CROWDS! NO SLUMS... 


ISN'T INDICATED ? 
BUT... BUT WHY 
SHOULD Т? I MEAN 
vss WHY SHOULD T 
WANT ТО GO АУ 
WHERE WITHOUT 
KNOWING WHAT Т 
WOULD ЕО WHEN 
I ARRIVED? 




















EYE SHOPS Nic BEAR, Fe КЕМШ АН, ARSE 
GRASP THE MAJESTY ОР WHAT LAY BEFORE HIM WHEN THE 
CAB WAS FULLY AIRBORNE... 


WORD! А SLUM IS A 


л x 
TOOLS Boa ete | Be s po NU ТІҢ 

ASSIGNED QUARTERS, IN WHICH 
PLACE WHERE THE 





WE LIVE UNTIL DEATH! ды. 
fw 


POOR LIVE...WHERE | ARE EXACTLY ALIKE: 
THOSE WHO HAVE / WOULD OWE HUMAN BEING 
LESS THAN OTHERS |. HAVE LESS THAN ANOTHER. 





I NEVER QREAMED THERE COULD ВЕ ANYTHING, “ 
30...30 PEAFECTS П.. IT'S UNBELIEVABLE (T'S 
Е DOWN THERE, 


MAKE THEIR HOMES! 








МЕ ARE WARDLY Y YES! 1 BEGIN TO SEE! BUT 
THAT! ВОТ NOW | NOT FOR THE REASONS you 
YOU CAN BEGIN TO | THINK THERE CAN BE 700 


WGN ТЕВЕ СИ ВЕ HIS SUPERIORITY, GARVIN SNICKERED. BUT THEN, THE AIR-CAB WAS 


AT ITS DESTINATION... 





BORN HEREL? МІН! 
ІТ..1Т LOOKS LIKE 
А FACTORY: 


ад 


А FACTORY!? THE VERY HEART... THE IMPRESSIVE: THIS 15 NOT 
VERY SOUL OF TODAY'S CIVILIZATION, IT'S HORRIBLE? | AN EXPERIMENT, 
AND THIS BARBARIAN CALLED IT А WHAT DOES ІТ | DOCTOR! THIS IS 
FACTORY f GARVIN ALMOST PERMITTED 4 

HIMSELF TO FEEL ANGER, BUT NOT 

QUITE, НЕ LED THE WAY INSIDE.. PROUDLY. 


IT WAS IN THIS VERY X £WBRYOS ” 


СТЕ: АНЕ | | BIRTHS... THAT 
CELL THAT I FIRST SAW) THOUSANDS У HERE? š PEOPLE ARE |Z 
Y MANUFACTURED... | MAINTAIN THE 
LIKE MACHINES? | QUALITY OF 


THE RACE? 

















LOVES LOVE IS А 

0 ...AN EMOTIONS 

OF WHAT VALUE 15 АМ 
EMOTION? MACHINES DO 
NOT HAVE EMOTIONS! SO... 

WE ATTEMPT TO REACH 
THE PERFECTION OF THE 

MACHINE? | 


The “р 
САВУ! 
МЕХТ. 


QUALITY £2 WHAT ABOUT 

LOVE? WHAT ABOUT 

MARRIAGE ° WHAT ABOUT 

MEN AND WOMEN WHO 

LOVE AND WANT EACH 
OTHER? 





YOU TRY TO BREED EMOTION OUT 

OF THE RACE ..AND THEN YOU 

CREATE 700078 ТО TRY TO 

RE-KIWDLE ІТ. YOU WORSHIP 

PERFEGT/ON...AND YOU LIVE IN 
А VACUUMS 


U DON'T KNOW WHAT т 
Раде ABOUT, дотор 


ALWAYS, IN THE END, IT WAS LIKE THIS. THE “РНІМ5"50МЕ- 
МЕНЕ ALWAYS CONVINCED. AND GARVIN STILL COULD 


HOW 
NOT UNDERSTAND. DURING THE RETURN TRIP. НЕ STARED 


DOWN AT THE ORDERED PANORAMA BELOW, TRYING TO FIGURE 








RIM" FLED THEN, AS THEY ALL HAD DONE. LIKE THE 
TERICALLY, НЕ RAN FROM THE CELL. 
М TOOK НІМ ТО THE MUSEUM, THEN... TO THE THEATER, 
AND THE "“PRIM'S“EYES BURNED, HIS VOICE WAS 





ALMOST А SNARL... 





THE PERFECTION OF THE MACH 1 Е 
Мои MUSE HOBO | 
DANCERS .. COLDLY OILED ENTERTAIN- 
WENT! YOU FOOLS! 


Вот THe “prim” was ВЕУО! 


ING. HE HURRIED OUT TO THE AIR 


CAB. HE'D HIDDEN HIS РАС! 
HANDS WHEN GARVIN САМЕ AFTER 
м... 


Me 


RIGHTS X'LL 60 BACK TO МУ 
OWN TIME... M/LL/NOLYE 





GARVIN NOTED THE PERFECT SYMMETRY OF THE CITY. 
IT WAS LIKE HIS LIFE. NO LOOSE ENDS. A UNIT. A 
COMPLETE THING... PLANNED PERFECT TODAY...PLANNED 
PERFECT ТОМО! = 

















САРУМ LOOKED AT THE CITIZENS AROUND HIM...AT THE 
SERENE FACES, DEVOID OF ALL DESIRES FOR WEALTH, 
FOR POWER, FOR LOVE. НЕ STAI GROUP OF РА55- 


RED AT A 
ING CHILDREN THAT WOULD NEVER KNOW FEAR OR WANT 
LOVE... 


ROAST BEEF? ES! IT'S А FOOD! J 
RARE? ГМ MEAT... WITH THE 
AFRAID LAM | JU/CES STILL RUN- 
NEED FOR SUCH WASTE? NOT FAMILIAR 
WHY NOT SHARE A MEAL 
WITH ME? OUR FOOD IS 
EXCELLENT. SQUEEZED ALL THE 
JUICE OUT OF THE 
MEAT OF LIVING! 


Garvin LOOKED AROUND..AT THE GLEAMING ANTISEPTIC 
WALLS... AT THE ROOM IN WHICH HE'D WORK FOR THE 
REST OF HIS LIFE WITHOUT WONDERING WHAT TOMORROW 


WOULD BRING. AND SOMETHING DOWN DEEP WITHIN HIM 
STIRRED... 








NOTHING! Т...І WAS JUST NOT SINCE TH 
THINKING OUT Loup! 
THE INTERCOMS WERE ON f 
ANYTHING FROM THE 
FLAGSHIP? 





YOU LAUGH ТО YOURSELF. YOU'VE РО! 


es BEFORE ТНЕ MISSLES STREAK” 





OUR GEIS 5 - YOU GIVE YOUR ORDER: 
п ee аласы 
Е 1 EYES бн YOUR BAK 





THE OLD MAN MISSEI 
нед THEM тн ING 
THE! UDDENI 
КОК ноо оа д0 
А60?.. _ 
Z° МО! I'M AFRAID I'LL WEVER 
LEAVE EARTH, SON! SPACE IS FOR 


THE YOUNG.,.FOR THOSE WHO 
CAN £L/VE THEIR DREAMS! 


You'd SAID THAT OUT OF SOME DEEP INNER CONVICTION 
THEN, NOT BOASTFULLY, REFLEXES ...VELOCITY...THEY'D 
BEEN JUST WORDS TO YOU THEN. BUT YOU'D HAD THE 


DREAM. AND THE DREAM HAD BROUGHT YOU ALL THE 
WAY THROUGH... TO НЕВЕ... 


You CAN REMEMBER HOW YOUR FATHER LOOKED UP AT THE 
DWINDLING ROCKETS WISTFULLY... 


ONCE, Z DREAMED ABOUT SPACE, 700. BUT 

I WASN'T... SPEC/AL ENOUGH! SO NOW I DES/ON 
ROCKETS FOR O7HERS! FOR THE YOUNG! 
DON'T PIN YOUR HOPES ON WHAT MAY BE 

ч IMPOSSIBLE, SON... 


YOU SEE, LARS, THE ROCKETS 
АВЕ 2457750 FAST, YOU CAN 
/$ ТЕ HARDLY /МА6/МЕ /77 AND 
AUTOMATIC INSTRUMENTS CAN 
Г NIC DO JUST 80 MUCH AND МО 
MORES IT STILL TAKES MEN 
+ ТО FLY THE ROCKETS! 


IT TAKES MEN WHO САМ 

STAND THE TERRIBLE VELOC 

ITY AND STILL REACT 

FAST ЕМОЙВИ ТО 00 

THEIR JOBS! ІТ TAKES 

YOUNG MEN! YOU HAVE ТО, 
BE...SPECIALS 


YES YOU'D HAD THE OREAM, FOR AS LONG AS YOU CAN 
REMEMBER. FOR ALWAYS. EVEN NOW, AS THE FLEET 
TURNS TO FACE THE ENEMY AGAIN, YOU CAN REMEMBER... 


DAD! THEY'RE... BEAUTIFUL 7 I 

THINK THAT IF I DOW'T GO OUT 

INTO SPACE SOME DAY, IT'LL .. 
JUST DIES 


MEN DON'T DIE 
OF YEARNING,SON! 
I DIDN'T? 


YYEs, YOUR FATHER HAD HAD THE DREAM; TOO. AND IT 
HAD BEEN A HOPELESS DREAM FOR HIM. ВОТ NOT FOR 
YOU! YOU'D STUDIED AND WORKED AND CLUTCHED AT 
YOUR DREAM, AND ONE DAY, IT HAD COME TRUE... 


..ТНЕ BOARD THEREFORE HAS ACCEPTED LARS 4 

NIELSON AS CANDIDATE FOR SPACE-FLIGHT TRAINING. 

CADET NIELSON WILL REPORT FOR INDUCTION ON 
FEBRUARY STH... 





rine BECOME Now You АВЕ FINISHED, THE YEARS ТІНЕ ACHING: WRENCHING REMEM- 
as HAVE TAKEN THEIR TOLL. AGE HAS Curie FIRST FLIGHT... 

ate Showa 

по Bi М, 


THE 
SWEET AGONY OF THAT FIRST TAKE- 
OFF INTO SPACE... 


SHE'S 444 YOURS, 
NIELSON! GOOD LUCK! 


Now, ALL THAT 15 ALMOST GONE. YOU WANT TO CRY, ВОТ 
THE CAPTAIN OF A SPACE CRUISER DOES NOT. YOU LISTEN 
ТО ТНЕ ROCKET ENGINES, AND THEY HUM А BITTER SONG. 


Yes, 1118. ALMOST OVER NOW, BUT AT LEAST YOU HAVE KNOWN 


THE MAJESTY AND THE MYSTERY OF INFINITY, THERE WI 
50 MANY WHO WOULD NEVER KNOW IT, ў 


SURRENDER 7? 
WHO HADN'T BEEN 
SPECIAL! YOUR FATHER, FOR E XA MPI 

м г 


THEYRE BLUFFY 
THEY MUST ВЕ! 





1,4 IT'S UP ТО THEM Bur НЕ YOUNG HAD NOT BEEN ABLE ТО PREVENT т FIRST RIGELIAN 
THE YOUNGS T ONLY 

HOPE THEY GAN 20 THE 

УБЕ FOR 422 OUR SAKES! 


Тнеу'о STRUCK WITHOUT WARNING A FULL 2 GUIDED YOUR SHIP INTO 5 дно, о yout ү] ор LEARNED 
DAY BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF BATTLE... 0 OF | 

ULTIMATUM, THE THE OLD. “every } ВЕ OF | жыды 
ONE НАОВЕЕН CAUGHT OFF GUARD. AN STRUCTI 

САС WAS NO LONGER A PLACE OF PEACE, 

YOU'D RACED WITH THE OTHERS TO THE 

FIGHTER ROCKETS...BLASTED OFF... 


МАТЕ ари, с 





ALWAYS YOU'D BEEN A LITTLE QUICKER...A LITTLE DEAD- 
LIER THAN THE ENEMY, SO,AFTER THE FIGHTER ROCKET, 
THEY!D GIVEN YOU COMMAND OF А DESTROYER. . . THEN 
CRUISER. AND YOU'D CARRIED THE WAR ТО RIGEL IZ. 


TIME. ТНЕ DESPOILER OF HOPE...THE |М 
DESTROYER OF DREAMS. THE WAR 

HAD GONE ON AND ОМ. AND YOU'D 

LOST THE MOST IMPORTANT BATTLE 

OF ALL, TO TIME. 





YES! IT SEEMS SO! Т. 
T GUESS IT'S TIME FOR 
49 TO ВЕ... GOING... HOME... 

тоо? 


wis, 
yes 

Your FATHER IS WAITING: AT FIRST, Yo Ано SUDDENLY, THERE'S. NO MORE 
HE SAYS NOTHING. HE LEAVES YOU Е NEED ТО HOLD BACK THE TEARS. YOU 
ALONE WITH YOUR DREAM FOR JUST 

ALITTLE WHILE LONGER 


T KNOW, 3! 
то 6hoW 0 





| Outside, the marching work 
huge factory with typical lurid banners like— 
WE WON'T SLAVE FOR ROBBER 
BARONS OF INDUSTRY! In patched and 
ragged clothing, the workers trudged silently, 
as if in dead weariness, A long soup-line across 
the street led to where each was given a 
meager portion of the thin liquid in thetin pot. 

It was a scene of misery such as in the late 
19th century... 

Peering from the main factory office, Roger 
Bainton chomped his cigar, scowled fiercely, 
tried a last bluff. “I've got money and power,” 
he roared. “ГЇЇ smash your piddling new union 
and hire other workers!” 

“You've tried,” said the quiet figure in Ше 
corner, with no trace of emotion in his dry 
voice. His face was set, wooden, as if in grim 
determination. “You've tried and failed, for 

| weeks. Don’t you understand? It’s a social 
revolution ... the dawn of a new era for un- 
derprivileged workers... the end of exploited 
slave labor...the revolt of downtrodden 
masses. Call it what you will but you're licked 
—and you know it!” 

Bainton was no fool. He spat out his cigar, 
sat down at the desk. “All right,” he growled. 
“Let's hear the terms of your contract.” 

The union leader read them in his mono- 
tone. “The working day cut down from 16 to 
12 hours. Three days paid vacations per year. 
No more workers waylaid by tough gangs of 
strike-breakers. Better treatment and full 
equality with the bosses...” 

“Huh,” snorted Bainton. “You mean we 
should treat that riff-raff as our equals? But 
they're inferior, way beneath us...” 

“Sheer prejudice,” broke in the union chief. 
“You're behind the times. Enlightened circles 


have recognize 


open! 
rightful equals of the management, in all 
ways. Only a few arrogant bigots like you, sir, 
still think you can lord it over them. Equality, 
I said.” 

Bainton turned red, worked his hands sav- 
agely, then sighed. “What is the world coming 
to? Let’s have the rest of the terms.” 

“Fringe benefits next. The employer will 
furnish fuel oil hereafter, to all workers. Bet- 
ter work uniforms to protect against scratches 
and dents. Acid showers to be installed, for 
better cleansing. Free mechanical care when 
disabled. Retirement pensions when worn-out 
parts prevent further active work.” 

“Pensions yet,” growled Bainton. “It'll cost 
а fortune!” 

The union leader’s voice did not change or 
show bitterness. “Fortune? Nothing compared 
to your profits after they work faithfully for a 
lifetime of 100 years. Finally, all workers to 
be given names instead of numbers.” 

“Names?” screeched Bainton, thunder- 
struck. “What in heaven's name do they think 
they are—human?” 

“As nearly human as science can make 
them,” came back firmly. “Not just in outer 
plastic humanoid form, but in sensitive elec- 
tronic brain-units. The workers, having taken 
over as intelligent laborers for humanity, all 
over Earth, resent being looked upon as mere 
beasts of burden.” 

Throwing up his hands, Bainton signed the 
contract under the date—May 12, 2266. “You 
win, 64-C-88...uh...I forget the rest.” 

“You see how confusing numbers are,” said 
the union leader, stuffing the contract into his 
hinged frontal receptacle. “That's why we 
robots want names.” 





